
 

March 2006 

Public Transportation and Rail Division Monthly News 
This newsletter highlights the division’s progress and milestones in these areas: 

• Office of Transit Mobility 
• Public Transportation 
• Sound Transit Program 
• Agency Council on Coordinated Transportation 
• Passenger Rail 
• Commute Trip Reduction/Transportation Demand Management 
• Announcements 
• Upcoming Events 

 

 

Public and transportation agencies have opportunity to comment on Washington 
Transportation Plan  
WSDOT is nearing completion of the Washington Transportation Plan (WTP) update, the state’s blueprint for 
transportation programs and investments for 2007–2026.  The plan covers all modes of Washington’s transportation 
system: roadways, ferries, public transportation, aviation, freight rail, passenger rail, marine ports and navigation, bicycles, 
and pedestrians.  
 
The final plan is expected to be available in summer 2006.  The schedule of activities is:   

Spring 

• The draft WTP is presented to the Transportation Commission for review. 
• The Transportation Commission adopts the draft WTP. 
• A 45-day public comment period begins.  
• WTP Commission Team reviews changes to the draft WTP. 

Summer 

• Public input on the draft WTP is shared with the Transportation Commission. 
• Transportation Commission adopts the final WTP. 

 

To provide input or learn more about the WTP, visit:  www.wsdot.wa.gov/planning/wtp/. 
 
 

 

TDM System Integration as a construction mitigation tool 
With transportation projects queuing up, starting with the Interstate-405 (I-405) projects, many people are asking how 
transportation demand management (TDM) will help reduce the impacts of construction.  WSDOT will use four primary 
strategies: 
 

• Create and maintain roadway capacity with bus service, maximize HOV (vanpool and carpool) participation, and 
enhance incident response. 

• Divert single-occupant vehicle (SOV) trips with Park and Ride enhancements; including new, expansion of 
current, and alternative locations. 

• Engage and inform the public through delivering enhanced real-time information and resources via the use of 
radio, internet, personal wireless devices, email, and variable messaging. 

• Target outreach to specific geographic and trip markets to ensure the most people have the right knowledge 
about construction impacts. Outreach will include key employment worksites and property management 
organizations. 

 
Using these strategies, programs are then developed to meet the specific needs of each project’s construction impacts. 
 
Using the I-405 Kirkland Nickel Stage 1 project as an example, the following program will be developed: 
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Objective: 
Maintain “pre-construction” 33-mph traffic flow, while reflecting construction conditions. 
 
Goal: 
Reduce 1,560 vehicle trips during the peak period. 
 
Tactics: 

• Expand transit service 
• Increase incident response services 
• Enhance real-time travel information for roadway and transit 
• Travel condition email 
• Cell phone/PDA alerts 
• Utilize Highway Advisory Radios (HARs) to inform travelers 
• Provide variable message information on real time traffic maps 
• Enhance the 511 system 
• Increase coordination with businesses, including those participating in CTR (Commute Trip Reduction) 
• Promote carpool, vanpool and transit use 
• Identify alternatives to over-capacity Park and Rides 
• Coordinate public outreach as part of the I-405 corridor communications program 

 
For more information about TDM as a mitigation tool or specifics about a project, contact John Resha at 
reshaj@wsdot.wa.gov or 206.464.1253 

OTM Advisory Committee reviews Regional Mobility Grant process 
At the Office of Transit Mobility (OTM) Advisory Committee meeting on February 3 members were debriefed on the 
Regional Mobility Grant process from criteria development, application submittals and the process for prioritizing 
applications.  The committee recommended that the Grant Technical Work Group continue serving the committee as a 
technical review body and suggested changes to improve the process for selecting projects to recommend to the 
Legislature. 
 
The advisory committee also discussed next steps for implementation of SHB 2124 and recommended work groups be 
formed to prepare recommendations for a statewide strategic plan for public transportation, and a statewide park and ride 
policy and program.  The advisory committee which meets again on March 20 plans to work on the performance measure 
requirements as whole committee.     

 

 

WSDOT to award public transportation planning grants 
WSDOT is offering planning grants to the state’s Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs) to help them 
develop a public transit/human services transportation plan.  Under “SAFETEA-LU” (“Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users”), the Federal Transit Administration will require the plan for projects that 
are funded through the Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Program (Section 5310), Job Access and 
Reverse Commute Program (Section 5316), and New Freedom Program (Section 5317).  The Federal Transit 
Administration also recommends that applicants include projects for Rural Public Transportation (Section 5311) in the 
plans.  
 
WSDOT will make up to $500,000 in federal funds available to support this one-time planning activity. RTPOs are eligible 
to apply for grants based on the formula of $10,000 per county with an additional $10,000 if the RTPO includes a small 
urban area. Funding for each RTPO is listed below: 
 

• Benton-Franklin-Walla Walla RTPO $40,000 • Skagit/Island RTPO $30,000 

• Southwest Washington (C-W COG) RTPO $60,000 • Southwest (RTC) RTPO $30,000 

• Tri-County Northeast RTPO $30,000 • Thurston RTPO $20,000 

• Palouse RTPO $40,000 • North Central RTPO $40,000 

• Peninsula RTPO $50,000 • Whatcom RTPO $20,000 

• Quad-Co RTPO $40,000 • Yakima RTPO $20,000 
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The planning requirement is part of the multi-year SAFETEA-LU transportation bill.  For more information, visit:  
www.fta.dot.gov/17003_ENG_HTML.htm. 

 
Public Transportation Grants Program Advisory Committee (G-PAC) kicks off in March 
WSDOT is establishing a new Public Transportation Grants Program Advisory Committee (G-PAC).  The committee’s 
initial meeting will be held Monday, March 13, 2006, from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the King Street Center in Seattle.   
 
At this first meeting, the group will discuss the goals and structure of the advisory committee and also start forming 
working groups.  Once established, the committee will make recommendations on policy and investment issues affecting 
WSDOT’s state and federal rural mobility, Paratransit/special needs, elderly and persons with disabilities transportation, 
intercity bus, and job access grant programs.  The working groups will provide recommendations to WSDOT on a variety 
of issues including program design, criteria, and definitions of grant program effectiveness. 
 
Individuals or agencies with an interest in WSDOT’s public transportation grants programs are invited to attend the initial 
meeting.  To sign up, contact WSDOT’s Public Transportation and Commute Options office at 360.705.7922 or e-mail 
transit@wsdot.wa.gov. 
 

WSDOT helps meet intercity bus needs in Washington 
Over the last several months, WSDOT has performed an unprecedented intercity bus needs 
outreach process in the State of Washington, including dozens of one-on-one interviews, 
telephone interviews, and surveys of individuals and organizations with interests in intercity 
public transportation.   
 
WSDOT is working with private-for-profit, non-profit, and public transportation agencies from 
across the state to identify service needs and find ways to connect travel options together in 
a way that’s meaningful to each region and the state as a whole.   
 
Armed with a clear picture of intercity bus needs and obstacles to delivering these much 
needed services, WSDOT is now examining internal policies and working with the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) to update the intercity bus program to deliver cost efficient, high 
quality services.   
 
To learn more about the project, go to www.wsdot.wa.gov/Transit/Intercity/.  Online visitors 
can complete the intercity public transportation survey and access the latest project news, 

draft documents, maps, and meeting announcements. For more information intercity and rural public transportation 
issues, contact Daniel Wayne at 360.705.7909 or wayned@wsdot.wa.gov. 
 

PT&R staff presents funding options to Tribal Transportation Planning Organization 
Don Chartock, WSDOT’s Special Needs Transportation Coordinator, attended a Tribal 
Transportation Planning Organization meeting at the Cowlitz Tribal Center on February 8.   
 
He presented information about WSDOT’s public transportation grants program including 
available funding and the application process. Don highlighted the new federal planning 
requirements for grant funding and offered to assist the tribes with both planning and 
applying for grants. 

 

Tribal communities have participated in WSDOT’s public transportation grant program for 
several years.  WSDOT awarded over $877,000 in state and federal grants directly to tribes 

through the 2005–2007 program.  
 
For information about current tribal public transportation projects, visit:  www.wsdot.wa.gov/transit/grants/2005-
07_tribal_grants.cfm. 
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WSDOT and Sound Transit open new I-5 HOV Interchange and Transit Center in 
Federal Way 
A year ago last month, crews were setting girders for the new bridge over southbound I-5 at S. 317th Street in Federal 
Way. One year later, carpools, vanpools, and buses began using the bridge and new HOV ramps to enter and leave the 
center lanes on I-5 without merging through the other lanes of traffic. WSDOT and Sound Transit celebrated the opening 
of the new HOV interchange and Sound Transit’s new Federal Way Transit Center on Monday, Feb. 6.   
 
Speakers included U.S. Senator Patty Murray, U.S. Congressman Adam Smith, Sound Transit Board Chair John 
Ladenburg, Federal Way Mayor Mike Park, and WSDOT Secretary Doug MacDonald.  The event was held at the new 
transit center, which opened for service February 11.  
 
Following the speeches were a ribbon cutting and a quick bus ride up S. 317th Street to the new roundabout intersection.  
The roundabout helps manage traffic between the HOV interchange and the transit center.  WSDOT also improved 
existing I-5 pavement northbound and southbound in the project area, and built a one-mile extension of the northbound 
HOV lane between S. 320th Street and Military Road.   
 
This project is one of nine HOV direct access projects in the Puget Sound region primarily funded by Sound Transit, and 
designed and built by WSDOT to improve regional express bus service and HOV lane efficiency.   

 
For more detailed information about this project, visit I-5 – S. 317th Street HOV Direct Access Project. 
 

 

 

ACCT tests Travel Options data with Google Transit 
The Agency Council on Coordinated Community Transportation (ACCT) is moving 
forward with the Travel Options web site, an online tool to help people find public 
transportation information and plan their trips. ACCT is exploring ways to market the 
information collected from transportation providers, and making the data available for 
Microsoft, Mapquest, and Google Web sites.   
 
Opportunities to develop relationships with private trip planner providers, such as Google, 
increase the need for the department and transportation agencies to coordinate collection 
and management of electronic information.  Washington would be better able to attract 
and work with nationwide trip planner providers if the data were available in one place for 

the entire state, rather than through 60 different providers.  
 
WSDOT staff are working with the developers of the Google Transit Trip Planner to provide Washington information. 
Google Transit is currently offering trip planning services only for the Portland, Oregon area, but the company plans to 
expand to cities throughout the United States and around the world.  To ensure that Washington is connected, WSDOT 
has provided Google Transit with some data collected from Washington’s intercity transportation providers. WSDOT staff 
are learning Google’s needs for data and formatting to ensure that Google can pull information from the state’s Travel 
Options database. To see an almost-final version of Google Transit, visit www.google.com/transit. 
 
For more information about the project, please contact Marcy Jaffe at jaffem@wsdot.wa.gov or 360.705.7923.   
 

 

Record rains disrupt passenger rail service in January 
During January, twelve major mudslides forced train cancellations in the Puget Sound region.  Due to the mudslides, 110 
one-way Amtrak trains did not run and 24 Sounder trains were cancelled.  Each cancellation was approximately 48 hours 
long.   
 
BNSF Railway Company owns the tracks that all trains use in this region.  BNSF’s policy requires that passenger trains 
will not operate through mudslide zones for at least 48 hours after the slide.    
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Most of the mudslides occurred between Seattle and Everett and between Olympia and Tacoma.  Service was disrupted 
on Sounder, Amtrak Cascades, the Seattle-Chicago Amtrak Empire Builder, and the Seattle-Los Angeles Amtrak Coast 
Starlight.  
 
Bus transportation was provided so that passengers would reach their destinations and updated information was posted 
on web sites and telephone information lines for Sound Transit, Amtrak Cascades, and Amtrak. 

Rail Office assists Aviation Division with study   
WSDOT’s Aviation Division has asked the Rail Office for assistance on the Washington State Long-Term Air 
Transportation Study (LATS).   
 
Signed into law in 2005, LATS authorized a long-term air transportation planning study with the goal of understanding 
what capacity currently exists in aviation facilities and what will be needed to meet future demand for air transportation.  
As part of the overall demand/market analysis, the study will “identify and evaluate potential opportunities for 
implementing high-speed passenger services between airports, cities, and activity centers in and around the state of 
Washington.”   
 
For the study, Rail Office staff will serve on a technical committee and share information developed for WSDOT’s long-
range plan for Amtrak Cascades. The Rail Office will also provide other data on the potential for state-wide high-speed rail 
services.  
 
The rail portion of the study will begin in July 2006, and work is scheduled to be completed by November 2006.  For more 
information on LATS, go to www.wsdot.wa.gov/Aviation.   
 
 

 

 

CTR legislation continues to move 
House and Senate bills that would modify the Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) program based on recommendations by 
the CTR Task Force passed out of their respective chambers in mid-February. Each bill now moves to the opposite 
chamber for consideration by its transportation committee. 
 
The Senate’s 2007 supplemental transportation budget provides $750,000 for technical assistance and grants for local 
governments and regional transportation planning organizations to implement the new program requirements of the CTR 
legislation. It also increases investment in the vanpool grant program by $3.9 million for the purchase of additional vans to 
meet commuter demand.  The House has not passed its supplemental transportation budget yet. 
 
For more information about the status of the bills or the budget, contact Keith Cotton at 360.705.7910 or 
cottonk@wsdot.wa.gov. 

Spring campaigns encourage and reinforce use of commute options  
During the upcoming Wheel Options campaign, March 13 through 24,  
people who commute to work by riding the bus or train, sharing a  
ride—or doing anything except driving alone—at least twice during the  
campaign become eligible to win a five-day trip for two to London, as  
well as smaller prizes. The Spokane campaign runs throughout the  
month of April. The campaigns encourage trial use of commute options 
and also play a supporting role in the continued use of these options.  
 
Wheel Options is a biannual campaign sponsored by the Washington  
State Rideshare Organization and conducted primarily through worksites participating in the CTR program. WSDOT 
publicizes campaign messages  
with a small amount of paid advertising. More information is available at www.wheeloptions.net and 
www.spokanectr.org/ctr/campaign/smrtmovs/. 
 

New tools make improvements to CTR tracking and reporting 
WSDOT is working with employers on two new tools that will improve data collection.  The first tool, Online Annual 
Reporting System (OARS), was developed by WSDOT staff members and the Commute Trip Reduction Program (CTR) 
Nine-County Group.  The new system allows employers to submit their mandatory annual reports via the Internet.  It also 
gives planners greater access to the data that is collected.    
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The second tool is a statewide tracking system for commute trips that can be used for both the Trip Reduction 
Performance Program (TRPP) and the basic CTR program. The new system will provide employers and WSDOT with 
detailed information on how people commute statewide.  
 
Development of these tools continues the state’s efforts to work with local jurisdictions and major employers to simplify 
and streamline the CTR program’s reporting requirements.  

 

 

Scholarships awarded to four transportation professionals 
WSDOT is pleased to announce scholarship winners for the Transit and Community Transportation Management 
Certificate Program offered through the Willamette University Atkinson Graduate School of Management. With funding 
from Washington State’s Rural Transit Assistance Program, WSDOT selected four transportation professionals to receive 
reimbursement of $1,000 of the $2,500 tuition fee. Congratulations to these scholarship winners: 
 

• Nancy Beck, Operations Manager, MV Transportation, Seattle 
• Lance Durbin, Transportation Operations Manager, People for People, Yakima 
• Carla Meyer, Maintenance Administrator, Jefferson Transit, Port Townsend 
• Tina Walsh, General Manager, Transpro, Inc., Tacoma 

 
The ten-session certificate program is designed to meet the management development requirements of those involved in 
the field of transit and community transportation management and operations.  For information about the training program, 
visit:  www.willamette.edu/agsm/transit/. 

 

 

Public Transportation Grants Program Advisory Committee (G-PAC) kickoff meeting 
Monday, March 13 
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
201 S. Jackson Street, 8th Floor, Seattle 
This kick-off meeting is for anyone interested in providing feedback on WSDOT’s state and federal public transportation 
grants program.  Attendees will have an opportunity to learn more about this new advisory group and to volunteer for 
working groups.  Sign up to attend this meeting by contacting WSDOT’s Public Transportation and Commute Options 
office at 360.705.7922 or transit@wsdot.wa.gov. 

Agency Council on Coordinated Transportation (ACCT) meeting 
Friday, April 7 
9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Large Commission Board Room (1D2) 
Department of Transportation Building 
310 Maple Park Avenue SE, Olympia 
During the April meeting, the council will address multifunction vehicles, with input from representatives of transit, schools, 
and WSDOT vehicle procurement.  ACCT meetings are open to the public and time is reserved at the end of the meeting 
for comments and questions.  To confirm meeting times and locations, visit:  www.wsdot.wa.gov/acct/acct_meetings.htm. 

Office of Transit Mobility (OTM) Advisory Committee meeting 
Monday, March 20 
10:00 am–12:00 pm.  
Urban Corridors Offices 2nd floor conference room 
401 2nd Ave South, Seattle 
The committee will discuss the next steps for implementation of SHB 2124, including:  long-range transit planning, and the 
statewide Park and Ride program.  This meeting is open to the public.  For more information, visit:  
www.wsdot.wa.gov/transit/otm/ or contact Karin Lang at langk@wsdot.wa.gov or (206) 464-1238.  
 

 

 

The WSDOT Public Transportation and Rail Division prepares this monthly newsletter as a service to those interested in 
the activities of the division and its partners within the agency.  For questions regarding newsletter articles, please contact 
Tonia Buell, Communications Manager, at buellt@wsdot.wa.gov or 360.705.7439.  To read past issues or to subscribe to 
the newsletter, please visit www.wsdot.wa.gov/transit. 


